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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
GETTING A TASTE OF A FULFILLING CAREER
Two Golden High School students, Kristina DeLaune and McKenzie Zimmerman, are cooking up a fantastic future.  They got the chance to work with Food Network star Guy Fieri on a recent Denver stop of his Guy Fieri Roadshow at the Paramount Theatre.  Fieri hosts the show, Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives, on the Food Network.  DeLaune and Zimmerman are members of the ProStart program, a two-year curriculum that combines classroom learning and work experience to give high school students a head start on careers in the restaurant and food service industry.  The National Restaurant Association and state associations run the program.  About 650 Colorado students are involved in the ProStart program. 

ALL THAT JAZZ
Dakota Ridge High School has one of the most talented jazz musicians in the state -- senior Joey Glassman.  Glassman has been selected to the All-State Jazz Band as the only vibes player in the state.  If you don’t know what a vibe is, it’s a metallic percussion instrument, similar to the xylophone.   Glassman plans on college after high school and is interested in pursuing music and chemistry.  The All-State Jazz Band will perform at the Colorado Music Education Association convention at the Broadmoor Hotel in January.  “He’s extremely dedicated and one of the most talented students I’ve had in my 13 years of teaching,” said music teacher Jeremy Ewing.  
LOCAL COMPANY ADOPTS 435 STUDENTS IN NEED

The employees of Exempla Health Care and Propp Realty wanted to make a difference this year for Christmas, but needed a little help finding the students who needed them most.  “I asked, ‘Why don’t we support a Jeffco school?’” said Vicki Moore, administrative assistant at Exempla.  “So I looked at the schools that were in need and found the students at Molholm Elementary really needed our help.”  At Molholm, one out of every 10 students is homeless and 92 percent of students qualify for free and reduced lunch, so the employees didn’t want to leave anyone out.  That’s when they decided to adopt the entire school – 435 students.  The gift-giving program, Duds for the New Year, asked students to fill out information forms with their name, age, size and favorite colors, so the employees could pick out clothes to fit each child’s personality.  The group will attend the school’s holiday party and hand every student a gift bag filled with a new outfit. 
HARD WORK AND FOCUS EARNS DANCE TEAM HIGH RANKING
Christmas came early to the members of the Golden High School Dance Team – The Demon Dancers,  after they placed second in the jazz category at the Colorado State Spirit Competition in December. Beating out rivals from larger schools in the 5A category, the 12-member team was only two points away from the first place winners.  "I am so proud of our girls,” said team coach Brandy Wegscheider. “Their goal at the beginning of the year was to work hard and have fun and this success comes from their great attitude."   The Demon Dancers now take their winning dance routine to Florida in March to compete at the National Dance Alliance National Championships. 
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