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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
EMPLOYEES MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Within the walls of Jeffco, it seems all you have to do is ask.  When the Homeless Services Department put out a call to employees to help out those in need for the holidays, they received a giving response.  Over $1,000 worth of Christmas gifts for children have been collected. “Our employees truly make the difference,” said Sheree Conyers, Homeless Liaison Coordinator.  “I am so proud of everyone I work with.”  There is still time to give to the Giving Flakes and Serving Kids collection programs.  A good choice is a King Soopers or Safeway gift certificate in low denominations, holiday gifts of games, arts and craft kits, learning books and toys and blue jeans and lightly-used clothing.   Donations are accepted at the Education Center lobby display or contact Homeless Services 303-982-0830. 
 HANDMADE HOLIDAY CHEER
There’s nothing like a special handmade card to put a smile on someone’s face.  When you are living alone, the holiday cheer can bring joy back into your day.  Making 600 holiday cards to fill the Denver Post Basket of Joy program was a priority for Stony Creek Elementary students.  The program, started in 1988 by columnist, Woody Paige, has become a program of hope for many seniors. Basket of Joy delivers holiday gifts of fresh fruit and candy, plus a handmade holiday card made by Denver-area students to isolated seniors. This is the eleventh year Stony Creek has participated by making cards.
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
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your chance to get up close and personal with the jolly old guy. The Jeffco Special Needs PTA will sponsor a pancake breakfast where kids can personally meet Santa and take a picture with him on Saturday, Dec. 5 from 9 a.m. – noon, at Fletcher Miller's school cafeteria. The cost is $5 for adults and $3 for children ages 2-12. There will also be kid crafts and a book fair to pick out some favorite Christmas books.  


SHE’S GOT A WINNING ATTITUDE
Eighth-grade Creighton Middle School student, Helen Grenillo-Weaver, and classmates save cell phones from hitting the trash and turn them in to treasures.  The group collected over 200 cell phones to be reprogrammed for homebound senior citizens to use in cases of emergencies.  Grenillo-Weaver wrote about her role as student-group director of Students For Seniors for The Winning Attitude essay contest and impressed the judges so much that she won.  Grenillo-Weaver will receive $1,000 for her school on Monday, Dec. 7 during the halftime break of the CU men's basketball game and qualifies for the $2,500 grand prize announced in February.  The essay contest is sponsored by the Jefferson/Gilpin Counties District Attorney’s Office, Jeffco Schools and TRIAD Senior Safety Program.
CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
One school with 19 different languages gives students a chance to enjoy ethnic foods, dance and traditions. Semper Elementary School celebrates their diversity annually with Multicultural Day.  Students read books about different cultures and taste foods from around the world.  A mariachi band serenaded students at lunch and everyone was encouraged to create a family crest.  
WE THE PEOPLE…
Students from the Jefferson County Open School (JCOS) represented Congressional District 7 in the district competition We The People, Citizens and the Constitution in November.  JCOS students won a place in the state competition by beating out schools from the Mapleton and Cherry Creek School Districts. The competition involves students in a simulated congressional hearing where students testify before a panel of judges. Students demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of constitutional principles and have opportunities to evaluate, take and defend positions on relevant historical and contemporary issues.  Now the team moves on to the state competition on Monday, Dec. 14 at the state Capitol.    

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  View the archive of past issues.
