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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
COFFEE BAR BREWS UP BRIGHT FUTURES  
When you put your coffee order in at Training Grounds, you’re not only getting a good cup of joe, you’re giving the café’s employees a chance to develop real world job skills.  Jeffco transition students with special needs partner with TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) employees, to develop customer service skills, learn to operate a cash register, serve lattes, breakfast burritos, brownies and snacks – all with a smile.  The Training Grounds coffee cart is a working partnership between Jefferson County Human Services, Warren Tech Culinary Arts students, Jefferson County Workforce Center and Jeffco Public Schools Transition Services.  Training Grounds is not in it for the profits, but the training for Jeffco students is invaluable.  Join the Jefferson County Commissioners and Superintendent Dr. Cindy Stevenson for the official opening on Tuesday, Feb. 16 at 1:30 p.m. and enjoy a coffee tasting and appetizers prepared by Warren Tech culinary students.  Training Grounds operates Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Laramie Bldg., located on the Jefferson County Campus in Golden. 

ROCKIES’ DINGER MAKES AN IMPACT WITH STUDENTS 
When a big purple dinosaur with an extra-large Rockies jersey walks in the door, students pay attention. 

Dinger the dinosaur is popping in on the students of Ralston Elementary as part of the Colorado Rockies Make An Impact program.  The school rally focuses on a character education program designed to entertain students while showing them how to make an impact on their lives and communities.  They talk about the importance of staying in school, refusing drugs, getting involved and respect.  Students also get a take-home lesson designed to create a dialogue between parents and children about the messages of the program.  After completing the lesson, students receive a Colorado Rockies poster and bookmark.  The school will hold a classroom decoration contest and the winning class will get a personal visit from Dinger. 

CLEAN OUT YOUR CLOSETS FOR KIDS 
The 2010 West Chamber Leadership Jefferson County group has adopted the Serving Kids program. The group asks you to do some spring cleaning and donate much needed clothes for The Jefferson Foundation’s Serving Kids program. The group is collecting new or gently used jeans, hoodies, jackets and coats and new underwear through the end of March. Schools can schedule a clothing donation pick-up for the week of April 12 by e-mailing Cindy Matthews or call 303-989-4307 ext. 523. 
SHELTON ELEMENTARY HAS A BIG HEART
Shelton Elementary students have kept their little fingers very busy over the last month. They've been crafting bracelets to give away for donations to the Shelton Has A Heart campaign.  Over the last five years, students have raised $52,000.  "Our school started getting involved six years ago when Indonesia was hit with tsunami waves," said Shelton Music Teacher Stephen Nye. "We bought three tents for the tsunami victims and now we've learned those same tents are helping shelter people in Haiti."  The students' goal is to raise $15,000, which they plan to double to $30,000, by working with two matching grants from the Hunter Douglas Foundation and Lutheran World Relief.  Each student made five bracelets to give away for donations. Crafted with cracked glass beads, to represent the broken hearts of the Haitian people, each student has been challenged to raise $1 for each second the earthquake lasted - 35 seconds.  
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