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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
THRILLED FOR CSAP
Each year the fifth-graders at West Woods Elementary plan a fun activity to get the school excited to do their best on the CSAP. This year, with the help of the school’s music teacher, the students dressed in gory and ghoulish outfits and matched their moves to Michael Jackson’s Thriller. Students studied the video’s moves and performed the dance in costume – led by Captain CSAP, and caught it all on tape.  The school plans to show the student video to classrooms over the upcoming weeks to get kids excited about CSAP testing. 
HONORING SUPPORTERS OF LITERACY 
The Good News Coalition, an organization that brings Jefferson County citizens together to celebrate the positive happenings and spiritual values that link our diverse communities, is honoring supporters of literacy in April. Nomination criteria includes individuals or groups meeting one or more of the following: helps children or adults learn to read and apply their learning to lead successful lives; approaches learning with appreciation that individuals may learn in different ways; unselfishly demonstrates caring and concern for others and the community and inspires others to join in the effort to make Jefferson County a better place to live.  Nomination forms must be received no later than Friday, Feb. 26.  For more information on nominating a deserving person, visit the Good News Coalition’s Web site at www.goodnewsjeffco.com.  

SHOWCASING STUDENT ART
The 2010 Equity & Excellence Art Exhibit opened on Friday, Feb. 5 and runs through Tuesday, April 13 at the Education Center.  The unique exhibit showcases works of art with themes of diversity, culture and equity. The artwork, created by Jeffco students in kindergarten through twelfth grade, is the only K-12 art show in Jeffco Public Schools.  The show is coordinated by Aimee Pickar, art teacher at Swanson Elementary and Phyllis Bubeck, art teacher at Wayne Carle Middle School.  "The Equity and Excellence Exhibit has been an annual tradition in Jeffco for the past nine years," said Pickar. "This year, 42 schools will be displaying student art."  Special appreciation is extended to The Jefferson Foundation for supporting the show through a generous grant. 
WINNERS IN AND OUT OF UNIFORM
Loud, proud and full of Wildcat spirit – the Arvada West Co-Ed Cheer Team recently placed 19th in the Universal Cheerleaders Association Cheer Nationals this past week in Orlando, FL.  Over 30 Colorado schools and several Jeffco high schools, Ralston Valley, Pomona, Columbine and Bear Creek, competed in the tournament.  A-West was the only Jeffco school to make it to the finals and the first Arvada cheer team to move in to a final competition.  The 17 girls and 3 boys, who make up the spirited group, raised $1,000 a piece for the trip.  “The team is still riding on cloud nine,” said Coach Lisa Vaughan.  “They had doubted their talents before and this competition made them realize how good they really are.”  You won’t just find this team cheering on the sidelines, but out in their community giving their time as spirit coaches, babysitters at Campbell Elementary, supporting Operation Christmas Child and other Arvada community service projects. 
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