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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
**Due to the recent events at Deer Creek Middle School we are using the Good News publication to keep our community informed with up to date information.  Despite these recent events, we still believe it is important  to share the good news that highlights the  accomplishments of our students and staff from the 158 schools that cover the Jeffco school district. 

DEER CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL RESUMES MONDAY
Students and staff of Deer Creek Middle School were welcomed back in to their school after the events on Tuesday.  The school held an open house from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday to allow students and staff to transition back into the school to reconnect with fellow classmates and colleagues and give them an opportunity to talk to one another.  The first day back to class is Monday, March 1.  
THE POWER OF ONE
It only takes one person to affect another. Students at Sobesky Academy witnessed the ugliness and prevalence of bullying during a recent Power of One presentation. Actors re-enacted situations that students encounter each day like taunting, excluding peers and internet bullying. Each character demonstrated verbal and physical bullying and proved that even joking can cause serious harm. The program was very insightful, helpful, realistic and modern,” said Lisa Hufnagel, Sobesky principal secretary. “Our school received an invaluable message about what bullying is; what to do when being bullied; what to do when you see bullying, and some of the psychological factors in regards to why a bully behaves in such a way.”
STUDENTS FEED HUNGRY NEIGHBORS

Hundreds of Columbine-area school children helped collect food for the second annual Share the Love food drive. Columbine Hills, Dutch Creek, Governor’s Ranch, Leawood and Normandy elementary schools, Ken Caryl Middle School and Columbine High School were each given a brown paper grocery bag to fill with food.  Over 2,000 pounds of food and $500 King Soopers and Safeway gift cards were collected and delivered to the high school. Even the smallest students helped, like Daniel Hammer, a kindergartner at Governor's Ranch, who emptied his own piggy bank, shopped for food and filled a whole grocery bag.  All food will be donated to the Interfaith Community Services Food Bank, St. Frances Cabrini Cupboard and St. Anthony of Padua Food Bank. 
RHYMES AND WORDS COME ALIVE
Students at Long View High School have a way with words. For the past four years, the school has participated in the National Endowment for the Arts' Poetry Out Loud. The program encourages kids to learn about great poetry through memorization and performance. It also helps students master public speaking skills, build self-confidence and learn about their literary heritage. At the school-wide competition on Friday, Feb. 19, junior Shantiana Shorts had a flawless recitation of The Mother, by Gwendolyn Brooks that earned her a spot at the state competition on Tuesday, March 9 at 6 p.m. at the Lakewood Cultural Center. The winner of the state contest will join 49 others at the 2010 National Finals in Washington, DC this April.
JEFFCO STUDENTS HELP OUT HAITI

Students around the school district are doing everything they can to help the people devastated by the earthquake in Haiti. Colin Gray, a junior at Lakewood High School, partnered with Kids Against Hunger and packed bags of rice, soy, vegetables, flavorings and vitamins, which created 10,000 meals for the children of Haiti and the Denver metro area. Kindergarteners at Little Elementary collected spare change for the children of Haiti and the West Woods Elementary PTSA held a popcorn sale, where funds were donated to local pediatricians for medical missions to the country. All together, nearly $7,000 was raised. 
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