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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
A CUTE, CUDDLY AND SILENT READING PARTNER
Once a week, Mozart waltzes in to the special education classroom at Elk Creek Elementary, greets students with a lick on the cheek and lies down on the floor to enjoy a good book. Mozart – a four-year-old yellow lab - was recruited by the school to help kids with their reading skills. School volunteer and Mozart’s owner, Shirley Granger, brought her dog in after special education teacher Robin Reynolds thought the silent companion would be a great listener for her little readers.  Reading time with Mozart is used as a special incentive for students.  Reynolds has watched her students blossom by reading to the furry friend. “Kids who were hesitant about reading aloud are picking out more challenging books to read because Mozart has no judgment,” said Reynolds. “He doesn’t stop them when they make a mistake and the students even tap out words and use expressions when they read to the dog.” 
THEIR WORDS MAKE SCHOOL HISTORY
Members of the Alameda High School speech team wrangled words and finished their best season in school history at the state festival speech tournament.  

· Victoria Alcantar and Nathaniel LaCrue finished 11th place in humorous duet acting. 
· In dramatic duet acting, Samantha Valenzuela and Alex Smith finished fifth and Hannah Helgeson and James Maestas finished third.  
· Nikki Work placed sixth in original oratory. 
· In solo acting, Luciano Munoz finished seventh and Sabrina Lopez placed sixth. 
· Three poetry winners include LaCrue, who earned an “Excellent” award, Alcantar placed eighth and Whitley Parker took sixth. 
· For their dramatic interpretation, Briana Gonzalez won an “Excellent” award, Jessica Robles finished in fifth place and Alex Smith was state champion. 
· In humorous interpretation, Maestas finished eighth, Valenzuela finished fourth and Helgeson won state. 
This season, the team set a new school record winning 142 awards, including a school record 26 individual championships.
MOUNTAIN MATH HELPS STUDENTS CLIMB TO THE TOP

Students at Kendallvue Elementary have reached peaks in mathematics. After noticing students could not quickly recall their math facts and struggled through more complex problems that needed this basic skill, the school’s vertical team, which ensures curriculum consistency, started the Math Mountain program. The program promotes math fact fluency and basic addition, subtraction, and multiplication skills. Every student is represented by a hiker on each grade’s mountain bulletin board. Throughout the year, as students practice and master their two’s through nine’s, their hiker moves up and down the peaks.  “It’s a fun way to get students excited about mastering their math facts,” said Joani Coyne, fifth and sixth-grade teacher. “It gives them confidence and they realize once they get these down, it is easier to solve the story problem or equivalent fractions." 
Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  View the archive of past issues.
