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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
JEFFCO PURPLE TURNS GREEN
Jeffco's signature color, purple, takes on a green tint in the new year as the district implements a districtwide recycling program in its effort to be more environmentally friendly.  The district used an extensive bidding process and awarded a one-year contract to Waste Connections of Colorado and EDS Waste Solutions for districtwide recycling.  “If we like the service provided, we will renew our contract for another year,” said Joe Pitoniak, Jeffco’s director of custodial services.  “We are recycling virtually everything including paper, plastic and cans.”   In every area of the district, the process will be single stream recycling; that’s where the materials collected are all mixed together with no sorting required.  Participating in the program is voluntary for schools, but many are expected to take advantage of the easy process.  The cost to the district is 36 cents more per yard for waste collected – an increase that has been calculated into the budget for the next two years.    “We believe it is money well-spent when we can point to recycling the waste that has been simply thrown away in the past,” said Jeffco’s Chief Operating Officer, Bob Smith.
SCHOOLS REACH OUT TO HELP HAITI
As word of a massive earthquake in Haiti spread, Jeffco students mobilized to help.  Stober Elementary students plan to use their annual talent show as a fundraiser for Haiti relief.  Students at Semper Elementary, The Manning School, Mitchell Elementary, Summit Ridge Middle School and Falcon Bluffs Middle School, are collecting money for the American Red Cross-Haiti Relief Fund.  Students at Oberon Middle School and Kyffin Elementary are organizing a hat day to raise money for the relief efforts. Students can make a donation to wear a hat to school for the day.  A Cup at a Time, Lakewood High School’s student-run coffee bar, is raising money for the people of Haiti.  “It’s important that people realize what’s going on in the world around them,” said Lakewood High School barista and Peace Club member Laura Newman.  “To realize how they as individuals can take action to help others.”
2010 EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE ART EXHIBIT  
The only K-12 art show in Jeffco Public Schools highlights the artwork of Jeffco's talented students. The unique artshow will open at the Jeffco Education Center on Friday, Feb. 5 from 5 – 7 p.m., until Tuesday, April 13. The exhibit showcases works of art with themes of diversity, culture and equity. Every school was invited to participate and this year 42 schools will display student art. The exhibit has been an annual tradition in Jeffco for the past nine years under the direction of Aimee Pickar, art teacher at Swanson Elementary and Phyllis Bubeck, art teacher at Wayne Carle Middle School. Special appreciation is extended to the Jefferson Foundation for being instrumental in the continuation of this show through a generous monetary donation.
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