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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
DENVER NUGGETS REACH OUT TO STUDENTS IN NEED 
Students at Stein Elementary received the all-star treatment as they shopped with Denver Nuggets guard J.R. Smith and other team members.  Kroenke Sports, which operates the Pepsi Center arena and sports franchises, gave 20 students $100 gift cards to splurge on athletic gear, shoes and jerseys at Dick’s Sporting Goods in Belmar. They purchased playground equipment including racquets, footballs and basketballs to give back to their school. Students, who often come from disadvantaged homes, were chosen based on their hard work, good behavior and school attendance. “It was a wonderful opportunity for them,” said Stein Principal Socorro Alarcon. “It was their award for consistently making good choices.”  


A PLAYER WHO’S TOPS
On and off the football field, Ralston Valley High Senior, Tanyan Farley, shines in his performance.  So much so, the student athlete is being recognized by The Daniel Graham Foundation who chose Farley as the 2009 Top Tight End Award.  The annual award winner is chosen for their excellence as a receiver, blocking ability, high academic standards, leadership status and involvement.  Farley led the state’s tight ends in catches, receiving yardage and touchdowns, and consistently anchored a solid offensive line for the Mustang ground game. He was also chosen for the Colorado High School Coaches All State Game, is an All State Academic Award recipient, and was a unanimous All Conference selection. Tanyan excels in the classroom with a 4.2 GPA while participating in the National Honor Society, mentorship programs and volunteerism at the Boys and Girls Clubs of America and church outreach groups.
HOMELESS STUDENT POPULATION RISING
With the school year only half over, the district has already identified over 2,000 students facing homelessness.  Over the past two years, Jeffco has reported twice the number of homeless students than Denver Public Schools. Recently, a 9News story profiled the struggles of Michael Slaughter and his son, fifth-grader Michael, who attends Eiber Elementary, who are homeless.  After the story aired, 9News received many calls from people who wanted to offer their help to the Slaughters. One anonymous donor even came forward with a $2,000 donation and a job offer to help them get back on their feet.  To find out more about the Jeffco Schools Homeless Services call 303-982-6803. 
HELP FOR HAITI ROLLS IN
Don't underestimate the compassion of kids.  Students from around the Jeffco district rallied their school communities to donate to the Haiti relief effort.  At Lakewood High School, students and staff have raised more than $2,000 for earthquake relief.  Mitchell Elementary students held a Hats for Haiti fund raiser and raised $1,500 for the American Red Cross. Dunstan Middle School students served goodies at parent conferences and raised $360 towards relief efforts.  "We are so proud of our students for their awareness of the needs of Haiti, and for working hard to reach out and make a difference," said Dunstan Counselor Liz Young.  A group of students at Patterson International organized a week-long fundraiser and collected over $2,000 for the American Red Cross.  "Lots of people are injured, so I wanted to help," said Westgate fourth-grader, Michael Vestal. Vestal and fellow Westgate Elementary students coordinated a hat day and collected pennies to raise $850 in one day.  Arvada-area schools (Arvada High, Arvada Middle, North Arvada Middle, Lawrence, Russell, Hackberry Hill, Peck, Secrest, Swanson, Foster, Fitzmorris and Thompson Elementary) worked together to collect nearly $10,000 thanks to the generosity of students, staff, parents and local businesses.  Fundraising continues at nearly every neighborhood school, so it's not too late to get involved and make a difference. 
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