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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
FOOD BANK PACKS UP FOOD FOR 1,000 STUDENTS -- WEEKLY 
The Arvada Community Food Bank piloted the Feeding the Future Backpack Program at Foster Elementary School in October 2006 because food bank volunteers knew many in the community needed help to fill their refrigerators and kitchen pantries with food.  After six years, the need has grown and the program will add its eighth school to the list – Pennington Elementary.   Other Arvada-area schools include Foster, Fitzmorris, Allendale, Lawrence, Russell, Swanson and Arvada Middle School.  Elementary School Principal Matthew Cormier, along with Wheat Ridge Police Chief Dan Brennan champion the cause to bring the Feeding the Future Backpack Program to the students of Pennington, enlisting the support of Wheat Ridge Rotary Club and Wheat Ridge Optimists, who also fund the program.  Arvada Community Food Bank serves the community from 38th to 120th Ave., and from Sheridan Blvd. to the foothills.  Donations for the backpack program are needed.  To donate to the Arvada Community Food Bank call 303-424-6685.  

JEFFCO HAS A GIVING SPIRIT
Nearly 2,000 Jeffco students have been identified as experiencing homelessness in the first half of the 2009-10 school year, and the number is expected to increase.  The Homeless Services Department collects and solicits in-kind donations throughout the year and when they asked, people gave. Jeffco staff alone, donated nearly $9,000 and Ed Center employees donated $1,000 in school supplies. Other community organizations donated nearly $15,000 to the department, like KidsPages, local construction management companies that provided turkeys for Thanksgiving, New Era Dental gave toothbrushes and toothpaste and Feed The Children provided 200 backpacks and many books. "The $10,000 in school supplies and holiday gifts for needy children and families and students has been phenomenal, mind blowing in this economy and it's amazing to see our own employees step up to the plate to help our children in need," said Homeless Liaison Coordinator Sheree Conyers.  To make a donation, call Homeless Services at 303-982-1144.  
LOCAL COMPANY INVESTS IN BOOKS FOR STUDENTS
Nearly 500 Swanson Elementary students now have more books to choose from the library shelves.  Thanks to a $1,000 donation from Applewood Plumbing Heating & Electric, a local business making an impact to help improve the school’s reading statistics. "We used to give books away two or three times a year, but our funding has been cut," said Swanson Librarian Shannon Feely. "Many of our families don't have extra money, so books just aren't something they can buy for their children."  Third-grade students helped accept the $1,000 award during a special check presentation.  The donation will support the Build Your Own Library program, where students choose the books they love to support a passion for reading outside of the classroom.  "What reading does for them - especially at-risk students - is gives kids an escape and let's them explore opportunities they might not otherwise have," said Feely. 
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