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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
NUMBER ONE IN THE COUNTRY
Sacrifice and commitment – that’s what sets the girls of the Arvada High School Pom squad apart from the rest.  The pom team just won the national championship in Florida and is now ranked number one in the country.  Coach Jamie Kocol led the girls in a routine that outperformed 300 other schools in the 4A class.  Each of the girls fundraised for over a year to afford the trip down south, each raising $1,200. 
RECYCLING MADE EASY
Students and staff of Elk Creek Elementary have always tried to do their part when it comes to recycling. "Our school recycled paper with the help of a parent who would come once a week and empty two large heavy paper barrels," said Principal Joann Marion. "But, we always had trouble finding a place to dump it - at one point the parent traveled to Frisco to recycle."  Now, that's all changed. Elk Creek is the first Jeffco school to partner with EDS Waste Solutions to create a school-wide recycling program.  The school is not just recycling paper, but has expanded the program to include all recyclables in the building.  It's a school-wide effort now and every classroom has a recycle bin.  "Our trash is cut in half. Almost 50 percent of what we throw away is recyclable," said Marion. "The educational value to the kids is exciting and kids have taken the lead on the program." 
STUDENTS HEAD TO TRIAL TOURNEY 
Students of the Evergreen High School Mock Trial Team are taking their arguments to the state tournament.  The state appearance is the ninth time the team will compete.  The team earned the state trip by finishing second in the 1st Judicial District Tournament in February. The state meet starts on Friday, March 12 in Colorado Springs.  Congratulations to students Aaron Glick, Eric Lakey,  Kaylin Land, Millicent Marter, Ellen Murray, Beanie O'Malley, Catherine Philbin, Rebekah Romberg, Ben Ullrich, Emily Wald, Cheyenne Wells and Mackenzie Whitesell – coached by Evergreen Teacher Mandy Wortman and local attorneys Jim Chalat and Barry Meinster.  

WORLDLY KNOWLEDGE

The subject of geography includes a large scope, but Semper Elementary sixth-grader, Jackie Paik, has it covered.  Paik recently qualified for the National Geographic Geography Bee state competition at the University of Denver on Friday, April 9. The geography bee is a contest designed to encourage teachers to include geography in their classrooms, spark student interest in the subject, and increase public awareness about geography.  Paik beat out 150 of her fourth through eighth-grade classmates to move on to the state competition.  The winner of the state competition continues on to the national competition in Washington, D.C. in May. 
JEFFCO SENIORS INVITED TO SWING DANCE
Each year students from Jeffco's 17 high schools invite senior citizens from the county to come out and cut a rug – for free. The dance is organized by student council leaders as a way to honor the senior citizens of their communities. This year’s theme is New York, New York. Sentimental Swing Big Band will provide the music. The dance will be held Saturday, March 20 from 3-5:30 p.m. at Dakota Ridge High School, 13399 W. Coal Mine Ave. Littleton. The event is a great way for the generations to connect through music and fun.
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