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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
 JEFFCO’S FINANCIAL SERVICES WINS AWARD 
Jeffco’s Chief Financial Officer, Lorie Gillis, has been presented the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from the Government Finance Officers Association of the U.S. (GFOA).  Gillis shares the award with her financial services staff, which is pioneering efforts to improve the quality of budgeting and providing an excellent example for other governments throughout North America.  The GFOA is a nonprofit professional association serving over 17,000 government finance professionals in the U.S.  The GFOA’s Distinguished Budget Presentation Award is the only national awards program in governmental budgeting.  To receive the budget award, the organization must satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective budget presentation.  Budget documents must be rated “proficient” in all four categories, and the fourteen mandatory criteria within those categories, to receive the award. 
SOLAR PANELS SHED LIGHT ON SAVINGS  

The district leads in academics and technology and is now taking the lead in renewable energy- kilowatts further.  Jeffco recently adopted a new renewable energy initiative, one of a few throughout Colorado that allows one, 100-kilowatt solar panel system to be installed at 30 schools. The panels will generate about half the electricity for an average elementary school, saving an estimated $1 million in energy costs over the next 20 years.   The program has no initial cost because of federal, state and Xcel Energy renewable energy incentives.  “To install a panel like this alone, runs about $460,000,” said Jeffco's Chief Operating Officer Bob Smith. “By offering these incentives, it’s the only way organizations like ours can take advantage of renewable energy applications.”  The district partnered with CEI Roofing Colorado, which will own and maintain the solar panels and sell the electricity the panels produce to the district at a price below its current utility rate.  An added bonus -- a curriculum that teaches students about the district’s solar panels and other energy-saving measures.  
ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO WALK AND BIKE TO SCHOOL
A $4,500 grant to Normandy Elementary School from the Colorado Department of Transportation's Colorado Safe Routes to School program will be put to good use to create safe walking and biking routes for students.  Normandy titled their program The Kiss and Go Lane Safety Campaign, which will help the school add a second traffic coordinator, signs and speed bumps, have parents sign a safety contract and participate in programs that encourage walking and biking safely to school.  According to a recent survey, less than 16 percent of students age five to 15 walk or bike to school and childhood obesity rates have tripled in the past 30 years.  The Colorado Safe Routes to School program received over $8 million in funds for fiscal years 2005 to 2009 from the National Safe Routes to School Program. Schools and communities across Colorado are eligible to apply for a portion of these funds to help promote walking and biking and to build safer routes to and from school.
$250,000 GIVES WARRENTECH NORTH A GREAT HEAD START
Jeffco students-especially those students in the north part of the school district--have another educational choice thanks to a generous grant from Kaiser Permanente.  The $250,000 grant was awarded in 2008 and half of the money was used by WarrenTech North to hire teachers, renovate the old Arvada West High School building and order materials.  The second $125,000 installment in 2009 has made it possible to plan for the future, continue and expand successful programs, and establish basic instructional resources for the school.  The school officially opened for the 2009-10 school year offering classes in criminal justice, digital audio technology, fire science/first responder, forensic science, game programming, graphic design, health sciences, and sports medicine. The classes at WarrenTech North and WarrenTech Central are open to any student at least 16-years-old entering the third year of high school from Jefferson, Clear Creek or Gilpin counties. For more information, call 303-982-9360 or visit the Web site at www.warrentech.org 
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