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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

 MY STUDENT, MY HERO HONORS THE BEST OF JEFFCO SCHOOLS
Some very special Jeffco students are being recognized as heroes to their communities.  These eight young adults embody leadership qualities in their schools and communities.   School principals nominated the students who will be recognized at the 2010 My Student My Hero awards program on Saturday, March 6 at 11:30 a.m. at Southwest Plaza in Littleton.  The event is sponsored by Southwest Plaza, the Columbine Courier and The Jefferson Foundation   "Reading the nominations submitted by our school administrators, two things became very clear to our award committee. First, Jeffco is full of incredibly talented, compassionate and fearless students,” said Katie Tiernan, executive director of The Jefferson Foundation. “Second, the contributions of our eight My Student My Hero award winners make our community a better place to live.”  Congratulations to Vanessa Mejia Madrigal, Alameda High; Sonja Ramirez, Brady Exploration School; Connor Davis, D’Evelyn; David Perez, Dakota Ridge High; Anya Kaufmann, Evergreen High; Kim Spahr, Green Mountain High; Jane Kuhlwilm, Pomona High; Courtney Pacheco, WarrenTech.  Read the complete 2010 My Student My Hero honorees' bios at www.jeffersonfoundation.org/events/heroes. 
JEFFCO STUDENTS SPELL SUCCESS
Can you use the word success in a sentence?  Many Jeffco students can after finding success in spelling bee competitions at the elementary, middle and high school levels.  Congratulations to the 19 Jeffco students, who move on to the 70th Annual Denver Post Colorado State Spelling Bee competition on Saturday, March 6 at the Colorado Convention Center.  Spell away – Griffin Barela, Devinny Elementary; Marcus Cole, Fairmount Elementary; Makenna Dowling, Mandalay Middle; Ambree Funk, Rocky Mountain Academy of Evergreen; Natalie Gonzalez, Red Rocks Elementary; Delanee Hawkins, West Jefferson Middle; Maiya Jazwierska, Kyffin Elementary; Olivia Landers, Evergreen Middle; Patrick Liu, Kyffin Elementary; Connor McGrath, Kendrick Lakes Elementary; Irving Molina, Mandalay Middle; Hannah Morrison, Bradford Intermediate; Ben Pemble, Van Arsdale Elementary; Emma Schneider, Governor’s Ranch Elementary; Julie Stanley, Carmody Middle; Douglas Sternberg, Hackberry Hill Elementary; Sarah Sujansky; Lincoln Academy Charter; Owen Wahl, Woodrow Wilson Academy; Calee White, Maple Grove Elementary. 
VOLUNTEER SPIRIT HONORED BY THE PRESIDENT
Arvada West High School student Kevin Counts has put a spotlight on Colorado for the President's Volunteer Service Award. Counts’ exemplary volunteer service earned him the award presented by the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program on behalf of President Obama.  The award recognizes Americans of all ages who have volunteered significant amounts of their time to serve their communities and their country.  More than 275,000 young people across America have been considered for these awards since the program began in 1995.  "The young people recognized, demonstrate an enormous capacity for giving and reaching out to those in need," said Gerald N. Tirozzi, executive director of the National Association of Secondary School Principals.
CELEBRATING DIFFERENCES 

At Blue Heron Elementary School, chances are students speak more than one language.

Janet Fichter, ESL teacher at Blue Heron, says there are so many different cultures represented in the student body that more than ten native languages are spoken in the school. Studies by the Center for Public Education show educators will see more diversity in classrooms in the future. To embrace the demographic change, Blue Heron holds an International Night, an event the school has hosted since it opened its doors eight years ago.  The night includes an extensive food buffet, featuring delicacies from around the world, games, crafts, dances and musical performances from different countries. “It bridges understanding,” said Fichter. “It really helps students understand their peers and gives them a sense of where their friends’ families are from.”
SPREAD THE WORD TO END THE WORD
Words can hurt.  They can be used to be cruel and to discriminate, but the students at Conifer High School want that to change.  The word they want to stop is called the “R" word, "retard or retarded."  Students across the country have joined a movement to stop the disparaging use of the word with a campaign called Spread the Word to End the Word.  It’s an ongoing effort by Special Olympics and Best Buddies International to promote mutual respect and human dignity.  Conifer Sophomore Reggie Dickhoff wrote a paper on the "R" word for his English class.  "I feel it just demeans people with learning disabilities," said the 15-year-old who has autism.  Dickhoff is active in the movement. No one has ever used the word with him, but he has heard people using the word and it doesn’t make him feel good when he hears it. Students were offered a chance to take a pledge to eliminate it from conversation.  Take the pledge at  www.r-word.org.
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