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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
SHE RUNS, SHE KICKS, SHE SCORES
Annie Kunz, a junior at Wheat Ridge High School, is Colorado’s Gatorade girls’ soccer player of the year.  Kunz, who led the Farmers into the Class 4A second round playoffs, entered weekend play with 60 goals and 28 assists in her career, 22 and seven, respectively, in 2010.  The 6-foot-1 forward, who paced the Farmers’ 2009 4A title, also won 4A’s 2009 100-meter hurdles and high jump.  She has committed to Texas A&M for both sports and carries a 3.86 grade-point average.  The national under-17 team member was also named the 4A soccer player of the year by The Denver Post. 
DESIGNING STUDENTS MAXIMIZE THEIR SCHOOL’S VIEW 
Seniors and teammates Kristin Bayley and Lane Brugman from Green Mountain High School won first place in the CIRT-ACE National Design Competition.  Their ideal school was designed by maximizing the spectacular view of Denver’s skyline from Green Mountain.  The two were selected from among their peers for their outstanding design.  The competition, organized by the Construction Industry Round Table and the Architecture Construction and Engineering Mentor Program,  pitted Bayley and Brugman with student teams from across the country.  

BEAUTY IS…
 National PTA’s Reflections art program highlights Jeffco students’ artwork in this year’s Beauty is… themed awards.  The program encourages millions of students across the nation and in American schools abroad, to explore their artistic talents.  The educational program began in Colorado by PTA president Mary Lou Anderson, and is the longest running arts in education program. Students compete against more than 500,000 submissions, beginning with local school competitions and moving up to the Jeffco PTA, Colorado PTA, and national PTA levels. Congratulations to students Anastasia Sanger, Mandalay Middle School, Award of Excellence for photo entitled Beauty Catches the Eye, and Award of Merit for her short film, Beauty is Different to Everyone; Kimberly Christnacht, Dennison Elementary, Awards of Merit, for her musical composition A Winter Lullaby;  Kinsey Greve, Bergen Valley Elementary, for her painted feather entitled Beauty is Nature;   “Thank you to all our local PTAs for their hard work, dedication and encouraging art in childrens’ lives.”  Visit the 2010-11 Together We Can  Jeffco PTA Reflections program Web site.  
IMAGINATIONS FUEL LEARNING AND LITERACY
Becoming better writers – that was the goal of the Imagination Makers Theatre Company residency project at Witt Elementary School.  Fifth-graders wrote personal narratives, turned them into poems and acted them out on stage. Students used emotions and props to convey the author’s voice. Teachers reported many of their students had life changing experiences with this project.  “There was a huge attitude shift about how much work it takes to do something well, including revising their writing and preparing for a  performance,” wrote a teacher on the program’s evaluation form.  The program designs workshops to tap into students’ imaginations.  The program is funded by grants from the Betty and Joe Wetherbee Arts & Music Fund, The Jefferson Foundation, Colorado Council for the Arts and Coldwater Creek Company.  
RHYTHM AND RHYME 
You could hear poetry in the halls and classrooms of Chatfield High School with nearly 600 students participating in the school’s first annual Poetry Out Loud contest.   Chatfield participated in the contest, sponsored by The Poetry Foundation and The National Endowment for the Arts.  Sophomore Shannon Lubar emerged as the Chatfield school winner reciting at the Colorado State Poetry Out Loud contest at the Lakewood Cultural Center.  Congratulations to the other school winners:  Gabriella Gray, Jack Olin, Samantha Tilson, Emmy Scott, Kate Lewis, Kevin Boyer and Kaitlin de la Garza. 

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  View the archive of past issues.
