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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

REAL ESTATE FIRM BUYS IN TO LOCAL SCHOOL
Littleton based Keller Williams Real Estate takes on a new client -- Mortensen Elementary School.  The business chose the school as part of a campaign to give back to the community.  The annual event had employees doing good deeds for the school like putting together 420 summer work packets, planting beautiful flowers, cutting out countless laminated items and even presenting a short lesson on real estate procedures to sixth-graders. 

FLAT STANLEY RETURNS FROM THE WHITE HOUSE
As a part of Columbine Hill Elementary’s literacy and geography classes, first-graders read, Flat Stanley, by Jeff Brown. The story follows Stanley, who is flattened by a bulletin board and is subsequently sent in an envelope through the mail to visit a friend in California. After the reading the story, students colored a Flat Stanley of their own and mailed them to a friend or relative that lives in a different location and they had a tremendous response.  Students received letters, postcards, pictures and e-mails from all around the world -- Japan, Germany, Poland, Costa Rica and Antarctica. One family even sent a student a real Vermont maple syrup and a snow-cone maker so the students could enjoy maple-syrup candy. The most exciting letter came straight from President Obama in Washington, D.C. 


PLANTING A TREE IN MEMORY
Witt Elementary School accepted a tree donation from Matt Kramer in honor of his wife, Gail Mantych, who died from suicide in February 2006.  Kramer’s wife was an educator and proponent of reading for children.  The Reading Tree, aims to promote literacy and encourage reading to help students improve comprehension and become life-long readers.  Students will spend quiet reading time as their class moves outside under the tree during warm weather.  It also serves as a reminder that May is National Mental Health Awareness month and the quiet solace of a tree brings the comfort of nature to our mental health.

“Where a child can hold the world in the palm of their hand and change it with the turn of a page,” are the words inscribed on a plaque along with the Autumn Blaze Maple tree that will be planted by Witt students. 

The goal for Kramer is to raise awareness of the importance of literacy, as well as imparting a legacy toward mental health.  Kramer’s message for people thinking about suicide, “Talk to someone.”

ARVADA HIGH ATHLETES SHINE 
Two Arvada High School students are state champs.  Congratulations to swimmer Eric May who is the state champion in the 200 IM with an All-American time of 153.47 and placed fifth in the 100 breaststroke.  Track athlete Mark Weeks is the state champion in the shot put with a throw of 55-10.25 and placed ninth in the discus.  Congratulations is also due to Dwight Howes for being the only athlete from Colorado selected to compete in the FILA Cadet Pan Am Games in Brazil this July.  Howes will compete in the Greco style wrestling at 187 lbs.

SCHOOL SUPERSTARS  
Three Jeffco schools have been recognized by the American Diabetes Association’s (ADA) 2009-10 Safe at School Superstars program.  Congratulations to Oberon Middle School, Kyffin Elementary and Devinny Elementary schools.  Each school received a special award and certificate from the ADA. The program recognizes school’s for working as a team.  Schools with at least one student with diabetes were eligible to apply and  judged on how well their school policies, practices, and protocols meet train staff to provide routine and emergency care when a school nurse is not available and how capable students are permitted to self-manage anywhere, anytime.  The program principles emphasize that all school staff need to know about diabetes basics; and a small number of school staff need to be trained to provide care when a nurse is unavailable.

COMMUNITY GROWS WITH SCHOOL GARDEN

What began as a third-grade class project has blossomed into a school-wide and community movement.  Sheridan Green Elementary volunteers and community members helped students in Lisa Antweiler’s class get their thumbs green in the school garden. They helped paint rocks, tile the ground, layout areas for flowers and more.  At the garden’s dedication, the third-graders will be docents while their peers visit the garden.  
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