[image: image1.png]RN




As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
WESTGATE ACCEPTS DONATIONS FOR INJURED STUDENT
Diego Lemos, a 12-year-old Westgate Elementary student who was hit by a school bus last week, was upgraded from critical condition to serious condition and moved out of the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at Swedish Medical Center. Through a hospital spokeswoman, the Lemos family says they are grateful for the support and prayers from the community.  Westgate Elementary is accepting donations from the community and staff, which they plan to use to purchase food and restaurant gift cards to give to the Lemos family.  Diego's classmates have made cards and letters to be sent to his hospital room. 
TIME TO TALK PARTNERSHIP
The Wheat Ridge business, Broadridge, just keeps on giving. Pennington Elementary recently accepted another generous donation from the local company’s employees.  In the past two years, the employees of Broadridge have donated almost $4,000 in school supplies, employee bonuses and cash donations.  The company also volunteers at the school every week to read to students, help with math and fill food bags for the Feed the Future food program.  Pennington plans to deliver student-made cards and crafts to Broadridge employees to show their appreciation.
DRUMMING AWAY WITH WINS
Dayton, Ohio was the setting for the recent World Guard International Percussion Ensemble Competition, where Dakota Ridge and Golden High students showed off their drumming skills.  Golden earned first place in the Scholastic Concert A class and Dakota Ridge placed 42nd in the Scholastic A class.  Both ensembles won medals in the state percussion ensemble competition.  Dakota Ridge also walked away with a third place finish in their class, with Golden placing first in their class and receiving the Most Improved award.  
STUDENT LEADERS GET STATELY RECOGNITION
They are leaders of tomorrow and teacher Kaylin Hansen says they lead by example. Members of Brady Exploration School’s student council get students pumped up during spirit week, organize and set up prom as well as achieve in the classroom. Adriana Cardona, Samantha Kelsey, Lauriel and Pilo Miranda-Troup, Jazmin Sandoval and Stephanie Purcell will receive Colorado Youth Leadership awards on May 18th at 11 a.m. in the Old Supreme Court chambers at the State Capitol for their school leadership.
STUDENTS USE PROFITS TO FILL BOOK SHELVES
Every student at Allendale Elementary has a book on the library shelf to themselves – thanks to the students of the Arvada West High School’s National Honor Society.  The society raised nearly $600, enough money to purchase books for every single student through the non-profit organization, First Book. 
The reading program provides new books to children in need, addressing one of the most important factors affecting literacy – access to books.  The members of the honor society plan to visit Allendale near the end of the school year to personally give a book to each student.  They hope to inspire elementary students to read over the summer and begin to build a love for reading.

THESE STUDENTS ARE ACES
Jeffco students are so talented in architecture, construction and engineering that they are competing on a national level. Green Mountain High seniors, Kristin Bayley and Lane Brugman, used hard work and creativity to win the 2010 National ACE (Architecture, Construction & Engineering) Design Competition recently held in Washington, D.C. The pair competed against 38 teams from around the nation.  The team paired with local experts from Coover-Clark & Associates, Inc, Leo A. Daly, Norris Design, Valley Crest and GE Johnson – led by mentors Ellen Pickels and Nate Talocco.  Kristin and Lane, along with other teams of the ACE Mentorship Program, met weekly with their mentors to design their own ideal school. 
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