[image: image1.png]RN




As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
LESSONS IN HEALTH
Exercise grows brain cells, that’s Bear Creek K-8 physical education teacher Missie Graebing’s mantra. Graebing organized the school’s 4th annual health week that culminates on Saturday, Nov. 7 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. with a community health fair complete with vendors, a walk-a-thon and prize giveaways.  This week, students and teachers created a health theme for every school day.  Like the school “going bananas” by wearing yellow and eating bananas to emphasize the importance of eating fruit.  Graebing hopes the week’s lessons become lifelong habits.  “All the studies out there prove that healthier kids are better learners and they’re more focused and that’s what we’re after,” she said.  For more information call Bear Creek K-8 at 303-982-8714.
THIS SCHOOL IS SUPER
Students at Excel Academy Charter School are on their way to becoming local on-air celebrities.  The school will participate in the 30th season of the Rocky Mountain PBS Super School News.  The school’s fifth and sixth-graders will write, illustrate and produce a two-minute broadcast news program that features current school related events.  “We are so excited to have our sixth-grade students involved in such a great program where they will learn about broadcasting as well as being news anchors and reporters,” said   Excel Academy Executive Director, Holly Hensey.  “This is an amazing opportunity that fits so well into our curriculum.”

PARTNERSHIP CREATES HALLOWEEN FUN
Kullerstrand Elementary and the Pepsi Center staff partnered to create a safe and fun-filled Halloween event for students.  Students dressed in their best costumes and toured the Pepsi Center while collecting candy. "The kids and the chaperones were awed at the candy, presents and warmth that the Pepsi Center staff gave to us. I've even heard from my teachers as to how wonderful the visit was," said Kullerstrand Principal Bill Blandon.
BANDS MAKE THEIR MARK
Congratulations to the Jeffco High School marching bands that qualified to compete in the final round of the 2009 state marching band championships.  In the 5A competition, Lakewood finished 7th.  In the 4A contest, Pomona placed 3rd, Dakota Ridge 7th and Green Mountain 8th. Chatfield, Bear Creek, Arvada West, Ralston Valley, Conifer, Wheat Ridge and Columbine also marched in the state competition. 

DESPITE TOUGH TIMES AND WEATHER, A COMMUNITY GIVES BACK

The first snow storm of the season closed the district for two days, but that couldn't stop schools in the Standley Lake area from helping those less fortunate at the annual Empty Bowls Project. On Monday, Nov. 2, the open house event raised over $1,600 for the Arvada Food Bank. “No matter how bad the economy, the Standley Lake community always helps support their fellow neighbors by purchasing an empty bowl,” said Carolyn Valter, photo and painting teacher at Standley Lake High School.
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