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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

DEBATING THEIR WAY TO THE TOP 
The Lakewood High School debate team is arguably one of the best.  The three-person LHS team made the cut in the International Public Policy Forum debate.  The students are led by debate team coach Gregory Davis and include seniors Alex Adamczyk, Tierney Brown and James Mackey.  For the third consecutive year, the team is among the top teams in the prestigious competition.  Thirty-two teams compete for eight berths in the finals and a shot at a $10,000 grand prize.  The team will compete next in Florida to move on in the competition. The winning teams will be announced Wednesday, Dec. 23.
WEAR A PAIR, SHARE A PAIR
Something as simple as a pair of shoes can make a big difference in the lives of students in need.  Students at West Woods Elementary knew they could make an impact on the lives of their classmates by collecting shoes.  Held in conjunction with their annual 5K Race/1K Family Fun Walk, the Wear A Pair, Share A Pair campaign encouraged students to donate new or gently used tennis shoes.  At the end of the shoe drive, West Wood students donated  92 pairs of kids shoes to students at their sister school, Allendale Elementary. 

SIGNS OF THE FUTURE

Student athletes at Columbine High School and Ralston Valley High School made commitments to universities and celebrated the future with their coaches, administrators and families. They all signed on the dotted line to indicate their intent to accept athletic scholarships. Columbine athletes Kaitlynn Jackson will swim for North Texas University, Demetra Apergis plans to play basketball for New York Institute of Technology and Danica Lawrence will attend the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs on a volleyball scholarship.  RVHS students Hanna Gibeau, signed a letter of intent to play volleyball at Long Island University at Brooklyn, Amanda King will play wheelchair basketball at the University of Illinois, Meaghan Murphy plans to play softball at Indiana University, Ruthie Pappas will swim for Brigham Young University and Raleigh Williams will dive for BYU. 
GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
Eighth-graders at Drake Middle School are learning lessons about the recession and their studies are being rewarded. The group is one of ten in the nation to receive a $1,000 grant to support their efforts. Students studied the effects of the struggling economy in the Arvada area and found that many senior citizens in their community have been hit the hardest.  The group is giving back to their community by teaming with the Mt. Vista nursing home to provide art and music therapy, playing bingo and dominoes and throwing a holiday party for the residents.  The group is also in the running to win a trip to Washington, D.C. and $50,000 for their service learning project.  
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