Bills That May Affect Education

Graduation Requirements
Two bills have been making their way through the legislative process that would change high school graduations requirements. House Bill 1118 would create model graduation “guidelines” using input from stakeholders and various education councils. The new guidelines would be applied to students enrolling in 9th grade beginning Aug. 1, 2008. 

Senate Bill 131 would mandate that all school districts require four years of math and science for graduation, starting with students who enter ninth grade after July 1, 2009. The Rocky Mountain News published a column by the bill’s sponsors, Sen. Josh Penry and Rep. Rob Witwer in its March 3 edition.
Legislators are searching for a compromise bill that would help prepare students for a wide-range of post-secondary education options.
Charter Schools

Sen. Sue Windels, D-Arvada, chairwoman of the Senate Education Committee, is co-sponsor of Senate Bill 61, which was crafted to give school boards more say in how the state's Charter School Institute establishes charter schools. The bill has caused a great deal of controversy with some legislators attaching amendments to the legislation, including  one that would allow  the state charter school institute to  authorize up to three state charter schools in any school district, overriding  the local board of education’s exclusive authority to authorize charter schools.
Full-day Kindergarten
Senate Bill 26 authorizes a school district, upon voter approval, to impose an additional mill levy for purposes of funding the school district's excess full-day kindergarten costs. The bill allows the question submitted to the voters to also include a question of whether to impose an additional mill levy to fund the capital construction needs associated with the school district's full-day kindergarten program. This bill has passed the Senate and the House and has been sent to Governor for his signature.
Human Sexuality Classes

House Bill 1292 from Rep. Nancy Todd, D-Aurora, requires school districts that offer instruction regarding human sexuality to adopt science-based content standards for such instruction.  The bill is designed to encourage parental involvement and family communication; emphasize abstinence from high-risk behaviors, teach that sexual abstinence is most effective way to avoid pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases and infections; include instruction about health benefits and potential side effects of using contraceptives and barrier methods to prevent pregnancy; instruction regarding emergency contraception and availability of contraceptive methods. An amendment was made to the bill that states the bill shall not be interpreted to prohibit discussion of moral, ethical, or religious values as they pertain to human sexuality.

Oversight for Online Education

Sen. Windels is expected to introduce a bill that would give school boards greater authority over online programs that run "learning centers" in their jurisdictions. Currently, any group can offer online education in a school district without oversight by local school board that will ensure that the highest standards of education are met.
Last month Gov. Ritter signed HB 1048 which directs the Colorado Department of Education to create a technical advisory panel to speed implementation of a longitudinal growth model to measure student achievement. Longitudinal growth allows teachers and parents to see how students are progressing over time. Currently, students’ scores are compared to the previous year’s group at the same grade level making it impossible to track individual student achievement.
For details of these bills and other current legislation and the most recent vote on bills, check the Colorado General Assembly Web site.
