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McKinney-Vento 
Educational Rights:

• Immediate enrollment without proof of 
residency, immunizations, school records, or 
other documents;

• Transportation to the school of origin (the 
school attended when last stably housed); 

• Enrollment in free lunch program and other 
school resources;

• Identi� cation and removal of barriers that 
prevent students from receiving appropriate 
credit for full or partial coursework 
satisfactorily completed, including fees, � nes, 
or absences;

• Assistance from counselors to advise, prepare 
for, and improve readiness for college;

• Privacy protections under FERPA about 
student’s living situation; 

• School stability to continue in the school or 
origin for the duration of homelessness and 
the end of the academic year in which the 
student becomes permanently housed; and

• Enrollment in any public school in the 
attendance area where the student is residing.
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Homeless Youth:
Students who lack � xed, regular, and 

adequate nighttime residence.

Unaccompanied Youth:
Students whose living situation is not 

� xed, regular, or adequate and who are 
not in the physical custody of a parent 

or legal guardian.

Get the Facts:

• Nearly 2.5 million children estimated homeless 
in the US – roughly one in every 30.                   
(National Center on Family Homelessness, “America’s Youngest
Outcasts,” 2014)

• Over 24,000 students identi� ed as homeless in 
Colorado.
(CDE, 2014-15 school year)

• Nearly 2,800 students identi� ed as homeless in 
Je� erson County
(Je� co Public Schools, 2014-15 school year)

• Roughly 75% in doubled up situations due to 
� nancial hardship.                                           
(Je� co Public Schools, 2014-15 school year)

Qualifying Scenarios 
Include the Following:

• Sharing the housing of others due to � nancial 
hardship or similar reason;

• In motels/hotels;

• In emergency shelters or transitional housing 
programs;

• In RVs, inadequate trailer parks, or 
campgrounds

• In cars, parks, abandoned buildings, or bus/
train stations;

• In public/private places not designed for 
humans to live;

• Abandoned in hospitals;

• Migratory children in any of these situations;

• In any of these situations and � eeing an 
abusive situation, even if the parent would 
provide support; and

• Unaccompanied youth (see de� nition above).

Quali� ed Students May Be 
Eligible for the Following:

School Supports:

• Enrollment Assistance

• Transportation Assistance

• Free Lunch Enrollment 

• Assistance with Fees

• Credit Recovery Supports

• Tutoring Supports

• Connection to Other District Resources

Basic Needs:

• School Supplies

• Hygiene Items

• Food Assistance

• Clothing Assistance 

• Shelter and Transitional Housing Referrals

• Rental Assistance Resources

• Connection to Other Community Resources

Medical Assistance:

• Medicaid/CHP+ Enrollment 
Assistance

• Referrals for Dental/Vision Services

• Connection to Other Health-Based Resources


